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THE JONES FAMILY OP BETHLEHEM TOWNSHIP. 

BY THE REV. J. H. DTJBBS, D.D. 

The early history of Bethlehem, the chief seat of the Mo- 
ravians in Pennsylvania, has recently received considerable 
attention. Even its environs have not been neglected, and 
in the charming volume of the late Rev. W. C. Reichel, 
entitled "The Crown Inn," we have an interesting account 
of the Moravian farms lying south of the Lehigh River. 
We are, therefore, following an excellent precedent in giving 
our readers some account of the Jones family whose farms 
adjoin the ancient town on the east, and who at a compara- 
tively recent period held all the land between Bethlehem and 
Freemansburg, besides other valuable property in the imme- 
diate vicinity. 

This tract, consisting of five hundred acres, was purchased 
by John Jones, from Patrick Graeme, of Philadelphia, on the 
4th of April, 1750. 1 It is believed that Jones was the first 
actual occupant, and that the land had been taken up by 
Graeme solely for purposes of speculation. 

According to the Bethlehem " church-book," and the in- 
scription on his tombstone, John Jones was born at Skippack, 
now Montgomery County, in June, 1714. "His father," says 
Mr. Reichel, " had emigrated from "Wales with other persons 
of excellent and worthy character, descendants of the ancient 
Britons, principally from Radnor,Bryn Mawr, and Haverford, 
in Merionethshire." This company founded a settlement in 
Montgomery County, and, in 1690, purchased a tract of forty 
thousand acres from William Penn. We need not say that 
these lands subsequently passed into the hands of Germans, 

1 This date is taken from the will of John Jones, on record at Easton. In 
the same document the name of the original proprietor is written Green, 
which has been shown from other sources to be an error. Patrick Graeme 
was a brother of Dr. Thomas Graeme, a well-known physician, in the early 
history of Philadelphia, son-in-law of Sir Wm. Keith. 
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so that the Welsh settlement has long since utterly disap- 
peared. 

Of the early history of Griffith Jones, the father of John, 
we know little or nothiug. His wife, Sarah, had been pre- 
viously married to Israel (?) Morris, by whom she had 
three sons, Israel, Daniel, and John. 

The will of Griffith Jones, of "Skyppack," is on record at 
Philadelphia. It does not appear that he was possessed of 
much property. He says: "I give and bequeath unto my 
dear wife Sarah Jones, whom I do make and ordain my sole 
executrix, full power to settle upon and improve my land 
late purchased of Anthony Morris upon Matchin, 1 to the 
bringing up of my three children, viz., John, Ann, and Mary, 
until the expiration of my son John's age of twenty-one, and 
then to be the said John's and his heirs forever, he paying to 
his sisters Ann and Mary the sum of ten pounds current 
money of the province aforesaid." His wife was to have all 
the personal property, and his stepsons, Daniel and John 
Morris, were each to receive a legacy of five pounds, " if in 
case they shall live with and help my said wife Sarah im- 
prove my said lands until they be of the age of twenty-one." 

From this document it appears that Griffith Jones died in 
July or August, 1720. His widow did not long survive him. 
Her will, dated December 25, 1720, was proved April 7, 1721, 
so that her death must have occurred between these two 
dates. By this will she divides her estate into four parts, 
one of which she gives to her "friend" and executor Griffith 
Jones, "for his trouble" in settling her estate, and the remain- 
ing three parts to her children, Ann, John, and Mary Jones. 
Concerning this "friend," Griffith Jones, we have no infor- 
mation. There is a family tradition that John Jones had a 
brother Griffith, and it is not impossible that he may have 
been a son by a former marriage, who, for some reason, had 
been omitted from his father's will. 

The Morris boys were not greatly enriched by their mother's 
legacies. Israel and Daniel were to receive her "two flax 

1 Methachen — a stream in Montgomery County. 
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heckles, Israel to have the best, when they come to the age 
of twenty, Israel to pay his brother John Morris twenty 
shillings." 

From all this we see that John Jones was, at the time of 
his parents' death, between six and seven years old. Where 
he spent his childhood and early youth cannot now be cer- 
tainly ascertained, but subsequent events render it probable 
that he found a home with relatives in the "Welsh settlement 
at Upper Merion, which was familiarly known as "Over 
Schuylkill," This may account for the erroneous family 
tradition that he was born at the latter place. His oppor- 
tunities of acquiring an education must have been limited, 
but he learned to write a beautiful hand and to express 
himself in good English. He also learned the trade of a 
blacksmith, and is said to have been an excellent workman, 
though in his later years he devoted himself almost exclusively 
to agricultural pursuits. 

At an early age John Jones was married to Eleanor God- 
frey, a daughter of Thomas Godfrey, of Tredyfryn Township, 
Chester County. 1 

Thomas Godfrey, according to the traditions related by 
his daughter, was descended from a highly respectable family 
in the county of Kent, in England. She always insisted that 
the family name had once been something else, but that at 
some remote period the younger members of the family had 
assumed their father's Christian name as a surname. This 
story always appeared to me to be more than doubtful, until 
I found, in Burke's "Commoners," the statement that the 
Godfreys are said to be descended from Godfrey le Fauconer, 
Lord of the Manor of Hurst, in the reign of Henry II. , which 
renders it not impossible that a portion of the family assumed 
as a surname the hereditary official title of Fauconer or 
Falconer, while others were more modestly satisfied to be 
called Godfrey. 

1 There were at least two Thomas Godfreys in the neighborhood of 
Philadelphia at this time : Thomas Godfrey, of Tredyfryn, mentioned above, 
and Thomas Godfrey, of Bristol township, the grandfather of the inventor 
of the quadrant. There is no evidence that they were related. 
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Thomas Godfrey was married in England to his wife Jane, 
whose maiden name is no longer remembered. Two other 
couples were married at the same time, all having been three 
times announced in church, "to be married to go to the new 
world." The date it is impossible to fix with exactness, but 
it must have occurred about 1704 or 1705. 

A few months later the youthful pair sailed for America. 
The voyage was tempestuous; they were driven to the West 
Indies ; and eight months are said to have elapsed before they 
reached their destination. Their first child was born on sea, 
and was named Seaborn, but died before the end of the 
voyage. 

In America the Godfreys grew prosperous and wealthy. 
Besides the daughter born on sea, they had eight children, of 
whom Eleanor was the third. 1 Thomas Godfrey died in 1756. 
His wife Jane lived to a great age, and died in 1771. In 
her will she bequeaths "five pounds to the vestry of the 
church at Eadnor, two pounds to St. Peter's Church at Great 
Valley, and two pounds to the minister who shall officiate at 
her funeral." 

John Jones and his wife Eleanor began housekeeping in 
Kew Providence, Montgomery County, probably on the land 
inherited from his father. Here, according to the Bethlehem 
church records, their oldest son Levi was born on the 24th 
of August, 1737, and their second son Jesse on the 28th of 
February, 1740; both were baptized by the Rev. Mr. Currie. 2 
Others of their children, Jonathan, Peter, and Thomas, were 
also born at this place, but the date of their birth has not 
been entered on the records. 

The decade of years extending from 1740 to 1750 is the 
most interesting period in the religious history of Pennsylva- 
nia. . The preaching of "Whitefield in 1740, the visit of Zin- 

1 The names of these children were: (1) "William, whose son Thomas 
received a special legacy in his grandmother's will ; (2) Elizabeth married 

Thomas, and removed to North Carolina ; (3) Eleanor married John 

Jones ; (4) Sarah died nnmarried ; (5) Eebecca married Hulen ; (6) 

Lucy married Jones ; (7) Hannah died unmarried ; (8) John died 

without issue. 

2 Rector of Radnor. 
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zendorf in 1741, the arrival of Muhlenberg in 1743, and of 
Schlatter in 1746, with the subsequent organization of the 
Reformed Synod in 1746, and of the Lutheran Ministerium 
in the following year, all these are events which may justly 
be regarded as important epochs in the history of our religious 
denominations. The Moravian itinerants, taking advantage 
of the general interest in religion, traversed the country, and 
gathered many into their fold. One of their best friends 
was Henry Antes, 1 who is known as "the pious Reformed 
layman of Frederick Township." On his farm, in June, 
1745, the Brethren established a boarding-school for boys, 
which was continued with various fortunes until September, 
1750, when it was finally discontinued. Among their first 
scholars was Levi Jones, the son of John, and during the 
succeeding years we find on the records of the school entries 
recording the admission of his younger brothers. 

Under these circumstances it is easy to see how the Jones 
family became Moravian. In 1749 they were induced to 
remove to Bethlehem, probably settling on the land which 
John Jones subsequently purchased. Here they built a mas- 
sive stone house, which stood until 1835, when it was taken 
down by one of their descendants and a modern mansion 
erected on its substantial foundations. The old house is 
described as having been an edifice of a very superior order. 
Hidden away behind the wainscoting there were curious 
secret closets, and in the cellar was a receptacle for valuables, 
known only to the initiated, which could only be discovered 
by removing a stone in the wall. 

The blacksmith-shop erected by John Jones is, I believe, 
still standing. Here he did a great deal of work for the 

1 Eev. George Whitefield, the most celebrated pulpit orator of modern 
times, preached at the house of Henry Antes, April 23, 1740, to a great 
multitude of people. Mr. Seward, who accompanied Whitefield, says in his 
" Journal," pp. 12-13: "They were Germans where we dined and supped, 
and they prayed and sung in German as we did in English, before and after 
eating." What a magnificent subject for a painter ! Whitefield preaching 
English to the Germans of Frederick Township, who, while most of them 
probably failed to understand the sermon, could not help feeling the power 
of his transcendent eloquence. 

Vol. iv. — 15 
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Indians, especially during the time when the Moravian Indian 
converts occupied the village of Nain in the vicinity of Beth- 
lehem. The book in which all these transactions were re- 
corded with scrupulous exactness was in existence a few years 
since, but we believe it has been destroyed by some one who 
did not appreciate its value. 

Three children, John, Sarah, and Joseph, were born in 
Bethlehem Township, so that the whole number was now 
eight, or, as in after years, Joseph Jones used to puzzle his 
auditors by saying : " There were seven brothers, and each of 
us had a sister." Joseph Jones, the youngest of the children, 
was born on the 22d of April, 1755. 

The Jones house was a place of considerable importance 
during the Indian wars. Again and again it was crowded 
with refugees fleeing from the frontier. On the 7th of July, 
1757, an Indian boy, the son of the old chief Tattamy, was 
recklessly shot by a white boy at Craig's settlement, while on 
his way to Easton with a party of friendly Indians. Danger- 
ously wounded, the Indian boy was brought to the Jone3 
house to be nursed, while his companions encamped around 
the house, breathing threats of the direst vengeance in case 
of the death of their young chieftain. It was a matter of 
the greatest importance that his life should, if possible, be 
saved, and Br. Bodo Otto was engaged, at the expense of the 
government, to give him his undivided attention. 

For more than a month young Tattamy lingered between 
life and death. The Indians could wait no longer, so they 
hurried away to their hunting-grounds, greatly to the relief 
of the family which had entertained them. Three days 
afterwards the young chief died, and was buried in the 
graveyard on the opposite side of the river. Several Indians 
of minor consideration who died about this time were buried 
on the hill behind the barn, in a small inclosure which, we 
believe, has entirely disappeared. 

John Jones soon became a man of wealth and consideration. 
In 1752 he was appointed, by Act of Assembly, one of the 
commissioners to secure a piece of land to build a court-house 
and prison for Northampton County, at Easton, "to accom- 



The Jones Family of Bethlehem Township. 215 

modate the public service, and for the ease and convenience 
of the inhabitants." He did not, however, long remain a 
member of the Moravian brotherhood. Shortly after the 
purchase of his farm he voluntarily withdrew, and for a 
long time worshipped with the Lutheran Church. The 
reason of this change it would now be hard to determine. 
There is, however, a probable tradition that it was occasioned 
by his refusal to dispose of his property to the Society, which 
was desirous of extending its possessions in his direction. It 
is pleasant to know that he renewed his old ties shortly before 
his death, which occurred on the 2d of June, 1781. He was 
buried in the beautiful graveyard at Bethlehem. 

The children of John Jones were scattered far and wide. 
Long before his death Joseph alone was left at the paternal 
homestead. Jonathan lingered until 1767, when he removed 
to Rowan County, North Carolina. Peter made his home 
in Northumberland, Pennsylvania. Levi was collector of 
excise for Northampton County before the Revolution. John 
went to New Orleans and was married there. Desirous of 
visiting his aged parents, he engaged passage for his bride on 
a ship, and then, from motives of economy, started to make 
the journey alone by land. His wife reached Bethlehem 
safely, but John never arrived. He was supposed to have 
been murdered on the way. No wonder that his mother 
often mournfully inquired, "Where, oh! where is John?" 

It would be easy to enter more fully into particulars with 
reference to the immediate descendants of John Jones. In 
his will — a formidable document of ten folio pages, recorded 
at Easton — all of those living at the time of his decease are 
fully enumerated. To this paper we would refer any of the 
family who may be desirous of making further researches. 

By the terms of this will, Joseph Jones, "in consideration 
of his most dutiful behaviour to his parents," was made the 
sole heir of his father's landed estate, including farms in 
Saucon and Williams Townships, and comprising nearly eight 
hundred acres of excellent land. He had, however, to pay 
out a considerable number of legacies, and in those days 
"land was cheap but money dear." 
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Eleanor Jones survived her husband more than twenty-one 
years. She remained to the last in full possession of all her 
faculties, and was regarded with most profound respect and 
affection. Her name became a favorite in tbe family, and 
even now there are many among her descendants who are 
called Eleanor. 

Joseph Jones was married in 1775 to Hannah Horn, of 
Upper Merion, whose brotber had previously married Sarah 
Jones. We need not say that the first years of their married 
life fell in troubled times. In 1777, when their eldest child 
Eleanor was an infant, Joseph Jones was required by the 
authorities to take a wagon load of flour to camp, for the 
relief of the army. He left home in good spirits, expecting 
to return in a few days ; but when the flour was out they 
loaded him with candles, and he was compelled to follow the 
army for many months. One day during his absence a com- 
pany of Erench soldiers came to his house, and by signs de- 
manded food and lodging. They were, I presume, a part of 
the suite of General Lafayette, who had been wounded at the 
battle of Brandywine, and was at this time under surgical 
treatment at Bethlehem. These French soldiers were polite 
and respectful, but it is not surprising that Mrs. Jones was 
afraid of them. At night she crept into a closet hidden by 
the wainscoting, in deadly fear lest her hiding-place should be 
discovered by the crying of her child. One night she heard 
a noise in the garden, and, looking out of the window, saw 
that a party of Tories were engaged in stealing a row of 
hives full of honey. Without a moment's hesitation she 
called "Messieurs!" at the top of her voice, and in a few 
moments the soldiers came running down stairs. Unable to 
make herself understood, she pointed to the window, when 
they raised their muskets and fired a volley through the 
panes. Next morning the hives were found scattered along 
the garden-walk, stained with blood, but whether any one of 
the thieves was seriously wounded was never discovered. 1 

1 As these stories are probably unknown to most of the present members 
of the Jones family, it may be well to add that they were related to the 
writer many years ago by the eldest daughter of Joseph Jones— the very 
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Joseph and Hannah Jones had seven children: (1) Eleanor 
married David Lerch, of Sussex County, New Jersey ; (2) 
John married Sybilla Beil ; (3) Mary died unmarried ; (4) 
Sarah married William Hagy ; (5) Elizabeth married Samuel 
Heller; (6) Joseph married Mary Butz; (7) Hannah married 
John King. All of them are now deceased, but most of 
them have numerous descendants. 

In June, 1805, Hannah Jones died, and for more than five 
years her husband remained a widower. In 1809 he built 
a fine stone mansion a few rods west of the old homestead. 
It is still standing, and is in the possession of one of his 
grandsons. 

In September, 1810, Joseph Jones was married the second 
time, to Mrs. Maria Nitschman, a widow. She was a sister 
of Bishop Jacob Van Vleck, father of the late Bishop Wm. 
Henry Van Vleck, of the Moravian Church. By this mar- 
riage he had no children. 

Though never in public life, Mr. Jones was a man of great 
influence. He had read much, and was widely known as an 
excellent surveyor. His flow of spirits was remarkable, and 
many stories are still related which illustrate his keen sense 
of humor. In short, he was an excellent example of a good- 
humored intelligent country gentleman. He died on the 
17th of December, 1824, in the 70th year of his age. 

The Jones family-tree is still green and vigorous, and to 
enumerate its more recent branches would prove a difficult 
task. We have merely attempted to save a few fragments 
of family history that seemed in danger of being lost, leaving 
the completion of the work to others who are more imme- 
diately interested. The collection of these materials has 
proved a pleasant employment, and the motives of the work 
have been their own abundant reward. 

child that slept with her mother in the closet ; and as she had heard them 
from her parents, there can be no doubt of their substantial accuracy. 



